’ N “
~  eCU

WECU Credit Union
\)

L)
I L] )
I
September 1, 2025 i Spe| I I ng i
\ :
) L
) ’
\ ’
Dear Educator, N %
- 4
\~~~ "'I
Registration is now open for the 4* Annual ECU Northeastern Scripps Rl T ias

Spelling Bee Regional Final!

Your students will have the opportunity to participate in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C., USA. Students will compete at the school level, with school champions
advancing to the new District Bee, where the top spellers will move on to the Northeastern
Regional Final Spelling Bee. The Regional Champion will then travel to compete on the world
stage at the Scripps National Spelling Bee May 24-29, 2026. The Regional Champion and one
chaperone will embark on an exciting trip, with flights and accommodations covered by ECU.
Prizes for our area's top spellers include scholarships and trophies, with each participant
receiving a well-deserved participation trophy. There is no financial cost to teachers or schools

to participate in the ECU Northeastern Scripps Spelling Bee Regional Final!

No matter how your school determines their Spelling Bee Champion, all champions from
enrolled schools will advance to the new District Bee. This is an additional level of competition,
and details of the District Bee will be confirmed soon. The top spellers from the District Bee
will compete at the Regional Final Spelling Bee, which will be held in late March. The Regional
Champion will represent our region at the 2026 Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington
and be awarded various prizes!

ECU will again cover the enrollment fee of $199 USD per school until enrollment ends on
December 19, 2025. Visit www.myWFCU.ca/spellingbee for more information!

When you enroll by emailing communityinvestment@wfcu.ca, you receive exclusive online
access to:
e Study lists for grades 1-8,
e The 2026 Classroom Pronouncer Guide for administering classroom spelling bees,
e The 2026 School Pronouncer Guide for administering a school spelling bee,
e Access to the Bee's online testing platform,
e Words of the Champions, the 4,000-word study resource for your school spelling bee
champion,
e The Great Words, Great Works reading list with all sourcebooks for the School Spelling
Bee Study List, organized by grade level,
e Supplemental vocabulary materials for classroom and school levels,
e Award certificates for participants and your school champion!
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The Bee helps students improve their spelling, increase their vocabulary, ’
learn concepts, and develop correct English usage that will help them o 4
throughout their lives. In addition to the academic benefits, students also ST
develop important life skills - such as goal setting, time management,

and public speaking - that will help them as they advance in school and,

eventually, to successful careers.

Last year, Arshan Shahriar of Selwyn Elementary School in East York was named regional
champion after successfully spelling the winning word “feign.” In addition to bragging rights,
Arshan received an education scholarship from ECU, a one-year subscription to Merriam-
Webster Unabridged Online, a one-year subscription to Britannica Online Premium, and an
exclusive prize pack from Scripps. As one of three Canadian spellers at the 2025 Scripps
National Spelling Bee, Arshan admirably represented Northeastern Ontario. We were proud
to see him make it to the quarterfinals and tie for 89 place!

“Our son has always loved words, but because of your support, he’s been able to chase that
passion, going on to win the regional championship and earn a spot on the world stage. Your
initiative goes far beyond a competition; you're nurturing literacy, public speaking, and
confidence in kids who might never have otherwise discovered this spark.” - Ishrat and A.S.M.,
parents of Arshan Shahriar

For more information about the Scripps National Spelling Bee, please Vvisit
www.spellingbee.com.
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Manager, Community Investment Scripps National Spelling Bee®
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