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Registration is now open for the 8*" Annual WFCU Southwestern
Scripps Spelling Bee Regional Final!

Your students will have the opportunity to participate in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C., USA. Students will compete at the school level, with school champions
advancing to the new District Bee, where the top spellers will move on to the Southwestern
Regional Final Spelling Bee. The Regional Champion will then travel to compete on the world
stage at the Scripps National Spelling Bee May 24-29, 2026. The Regional Champion and one
chaperone will embark on an exciting trip, with flights and accommodations covered by WFCU.
Prizes for our area's top spellers include scholarships and trophies, with each participant
receiving a well-deserved participation trophy. There is no financial cost to teachers or schools
to participate in the WFCU Southwestern Scripps Spelling Bee Regional Final!

No matter how your school determines their spelling bee champion, all champions from
enrolled schools will advance to the new District Bee. This is an additional level of competition,
and details of the District Bee will be confirmed soon. The top spellers from the District Bee
will compete at the Regional Final Spelling Bee. Our Regional Final is scheduled for Saturday,
February 28, 2026, at the St. Clair Centre for the Arts. The Regional Champion will represent
our region at the 2026 Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington and be awarded various
prizes!

WFCU will once again cover the enrollment fee of $199 USD per school until enrollment ends
on December 19, 2025. Visit www.myWFCU.ca/spellingbee for more information!

When you enroll by emailing communityinvestment@wfcu.ca, you receive exclusive online
access to:
e Study lists for grades 1-8,
e The 2026 Classroom Pronouncer Guide for administering classroom spelling bees,
e The 2026 School Pronouncer Guide for administering a school spelling bee,
e Access to the Bee's online testing platform,
e Words of the Champions, the 4,000-word study resource for your school spelling bee
champion,
e The Great Words, Great Works reading list with all sourcebooks for the School Spelling
Bee Study List, organized by grade level,
e Supplemental vocabulary materials for classroom and school levels,
e Award certificates for participants and your school champion!
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The Bee helps students improve their spelling, increase their vocabulary, 3, S
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throughout their lives. In addition to the academic benefits, students also
develop important life skills - such as goal setting, time management,
and public speaking - that will help them as they advance in school and,
eventually, to successful careers.

Last year, Kavya Vasudeva of Christ the King Catholic Elementary School in Windsor was
named regional champion after successfully spelling the winning word “googly.” In addition to
bragging rights, Kavya received an education scholarship from WFCU, a one-year subscription
to Merriam-Webster Unabridged Online, a one-year subscription to Britannica Online
Premium, and an exclusive prize pack from Scripps. As one of three Canadian spellers at the
2025 Scripps National Spelling Bee, Kavya admirably represented Southwestern Ontario. We
were proud to see her tie for 100" place!

“[The Scripps National Spelling Bee] was truly an unforgettable experience, and I'm so grateful
to you and WFCU for making it possible. Your encouragement meant so much to me. Knowing
that you believed in me gave me the confidence to keep working hard and to do my very best.

Thank you for being such a positive influence throughout this journey.” - Kayva Vasudeva

For more information about the Scripps National Spelling Bee, please visit
www.spellingbee.com.

Sincerely,
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Manager, Community Investment Scripps National Spelling Bee®
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